
4 PIBR 28 A 9 :19 .

STATE OF HAWAII Ar'I."ll' S.~ AT 'AU,jn,n, .. ,,\. lliI,'

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM CHA~1tR£:::iJ1S~~I ()FF1CE
,,'! c :, . ,! "c ,I

To: Chief Procurement Officer 4 ABR 27 All :56

From: De artment of Human Services
epartment ivisio gency An~1!1,:1S."~\TI0N

Pursuant to § 103F-I0l(a)(4), HRS, and Chapter 3-141, HAR, the Dep~~~t)t~4G~sts.aptbb~hi~ exemption to
. "

urchase the followm :
Title and description of health and human service(s):

To implement and coordinate a project to inform potential applicants of the simplified food stamp application and
eligibility determination process. The project will also assess simplification measures which would improve access
to food stamp benefits by eligible households.

Provider Name: ' Total Contract Funds: Term of Contract:

Legal Aid Society of Hawaii $250,000.00
From: To:

Provider Address: Contract Funds per Year (as July 1, 2004 June 30, 2007
applicable).

924 Bethel Street, Honolulu, HI
96813

$

Explanation describing how procurement by competitive means is either not practicable or not advantageous to the
State:
See attached.

Details of the process or procedure to be followed in selecting the service provider to ensure maximum fair and open
competition as practicable:
See attached.
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STATE OF HAWAII

REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM CHAPTER lO3F, HRS

A description of the state agency's internal controls and approval requirements for the exempted procurement:
Contract will be executed between the Department of Hurnan Services (DHS) and Legal Aid Society of
Hawaii (LASH) specifying the purpose, goals and objectives, strategies, outcomes and specific
responsibilities of the parties. LASH will prepare and submit reports to DHS in accordance with the
terms of the negotiated agreement. The outcome evaluation will be based on the increase in the number
of food stamp applications and recipients.

A list of state agency personnel, by position title, who will be involved in the approval process and administration of
the contract:
Lillian B. Koller, Esq., Director
Henry Oliva, Deputy Director
Patricia Murakami, Division Administrator, Benefit, Employment and Support Services Division

(BESSD) ,

Direct questions to (name & position): Phone number: e-mail address:
Patricia Murakami, BESSDA 586-5230 pmurakami@dhs.hawaii.gov.

This exemption should be considered for list of exemptions attached to Chapter 3-141, HAR: Yes D No rz/
I certify that the information provided above is to the best of my knowledge, true and correct.

(~~fJ)~A"~k~~:~ '.v 4 / 2 8 / 0 4
Department Head ~'ignature Date

Lillian B. Koller Director
lyped Name Position l/tte

Chief Procurement Officer's Comments:

Please ensure adherence to applicable administrative requirements.

r$f Approved 0 Denied q'~ffl~' ~ .:~"~~:~k¥-cc: Administrator ~ie-;- Procu;:ement Ujjici:il- 0 -

State Procurement Office
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REQUEST FOR EXEMPTION FROM CHAPTER 103F, HRS

ATTACHMENT

Explanation describing how procurement by competitive means is either not
practicable or not advantageous to the State:

The federal request for application (RF A) for Food Stamp Program Participation Grant
requires that the prospective applicant must submit an acceptable proposal that involves a
partnership between a State agency and one or more private non-profit organizations,
including faith-based or community-based organizations. The State must submit the
application by May 7, 2004. The Food and Nutrition Service, USDA, will award an
additional ten (10) points to an application that includes a new partnership between a
State agency and private non-profit organization. The "new partnership" means a joint
effort between a State agency and a private non-profit organization where a non-profit
organization has not had a financial arrangement involving the Food Stamp Program
(FSP) and this particular State within the last three years. The RF A specifically
encourages "a successful proposal could tie an innovative State development with
outreach activities, spearheaded by a private no-profit organization". Further, The RFA
stipulates that between ten and twenty-five percent of the project funding must be
allocated to the private non-profit organization. Lastly, the State agency in partnership
with a non-profit organization must implement a project consist of, but is not limited to
the following:

1. Establishing methods for applying for benefits and determining eligibility that use
communications by telephone (i.e., telephone centers that accept and begin
processin applications and changes).

2. Coordinating the application and eligibility determination processes, including
verification practices, under the FSP with those of other Federal, State, or local
assistance programs (e.g., SCRIP, Medicaid, TANF and Child Care programs).

3. Establishing methods for applying for benefits that improve the administrative
infrastructure used in processing applications and determining eligibility. For
example, analysis of a State agency's existing application processing could
suggest re-structuring staff assignments, changing the sequence of items in the
application interview, or automating parts of the verification process.

4. Improving methods for enrolling eligible households.

5. Providing easier access to local food stamp office staff.

6. Providing the participant with easier access to food stamp services (e.g., allowing
applicants to apply for services in grocery stores, malls, clinics, schools, etc.)
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7. Streamlining local food stamp office procedures.

8. Training food stamp personnel to use systems, techniques, or skills involved in
their grant-funded project or training that focuses on improving customer
services, which are geared towards promoting easier or better access. (Training
that aims to improve general casework or technological skills not linked to the
program improvement strategies of a funded project would not be allowable.)

9. Re-designing application forms or other printed media used in the outreach,
application, or certification processes of one or more State agencies to make them
user- friendlier.

10. Procedures aimed at making the process of restoring food stamp eligibility for
immigrants more effective and efficient. (This could include providing translators
for non-English speaking participants.)

Thus, in order to submit an acceptable proposal, the Department needs to enter into a
partnership with a non-profit organization, that has statewide infrastructure, background
in social services, experience in dealing with welfare related issues and target groups, and
support from the community-based and faith-based organizations, and ability to address
and implement the foregoing components of the project, prior to the submittal deadline of
May 7, 2004.

The State has recognized the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii (LASH), a nonprofit
corporation established in 1950, the state's largest public-interest law firm, as its partner
to implement some of the goals of the RFA, viz., expanding outreach programs and
identifying State administrative procedures which would hinder access to food stamp
benefits by eligible households. The State believes that a partnership between DHS and
LASH will be practical and advantageous to the State for the following reasons:

1. LASH has not had a financial arrangement with the Food Stamp Program ofDHS
within the last three years.

I
I 2. LASH is uniquely and exclusively equipped with the expertise, infra structure,

and systems to provide all of the requirements of the non-profit social service
! agency contractor. LASH has been in existence for 54 years and maintains an, excellent reputation for sophisticated internal delivery systems, an experienced

and stable staff, and delivering high quality services to those it serves as well as
with the organizations and entities that it partners with.

3. A statewide presence with 9 offices throughout the state. For the past 20 years
LASH has continually operated offices on all six of the primary islands in our
state. LASH has one staffed office on Maui, Kauai, Molokai and Lanai; two
offices on the Big Island in Kona and Hilo; and three offices on Oahu in
Honolulu, Waianae and Kahaluu. It is the only non-profit organization that has
offices on all six primary islands.
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4. An extensive expertise in using technology to assist clients and other partner
agencies to achieve desired goals. LASH has a sophisticated web site
(legalaidhawaii.org) designed specifically to assist low income individuals and
families as well as social service agency staff to become informed about legal
rights and prepare the legal documents required to assert those rights; video
technology in all of its offices except for Lanai which assists eligible clients and
the staff of partner social services agencies to more effectively communicate with
those in LASH who have the expertise to assist them in resolving their legal
problems; an existing partnership between agencies on Oahu and Maui to use
video conferencing technology placed in each of the partner agencies to
coordinate services for mutual clients; and an active emaillistserv to coordinate
services, required support and training of over 130 social service staff in 40
agencies throughout the state.

5. A nationally recognized statewide telephone Hot Line. LASH has operated a
highly sophisticated statewide Hotline continually since 1995. The Hotline is
called the Information System for Legal Information Statewide (ISLANS) and
handles over 17,000 calls each year from persons seeking information, advice or
representation. ISLANS also operates as the hub between LASH and the 8 other
legal services programs operating in Hawaii by accepting referrals from any of
them to provide initial assistance on any matter and then referring the client to the
appropriate Legal Service program according to written protocols with each
partner legal service program.

6. A long history of providing training and support to social service agencies and
other partners throughout the state. For the past 8 years, LASH has conducted
training annually on Oahu, Maui, Kauai and the Big Island to the staff of social
service agencies and other partner organizations. These training events last for 2
consecutive days and cover all of the aspects of governmental benefits including
the food stamp program. Between 40 and 100 people attend each of these
trainings. In addition, LASH operates a monthly training for the same audience
on selected topics with these trainings being available through video conferencing
technology to staff throughout the state.

7. A strong understanding of the intricacies of the legal requirements for eligibility
of low-income individuals and families in the food stamp program. LASH is the
only non-profit organization in the state that has a past and current history and
staff with extensive and thorough knowledge of all of the federal and state legal
requirements to initiate and maintain eligibility for the food stamp program. Its
staff throughout each of its 9 local offices is solely unique in their ability to
provide advice and assistance to clients and social service agency staff on
accessing the food stamp program.

8. An established expertise in creating partnerships with private employers, unions
and social service staff. LASH has initiated and coordinated a number of complex

, ~
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and sophisticated projects with all of the required partners in this effort. For the
past 9 years it has operated a legal services program for members of the
Teamsters Union and the Hawaii Government Employees Association to assist
and represent them with their Legal Problems. For the past 5 years LASH has
operated a Low Income Taxpayer project which coordinates tax return preparation
with referrals from private employers and will facilitate its coordination of
services with HR Block, one of the partners in this food stamp participation
application. For the past 10 years LASH has worked in close and formal
partnerships with over 100 social service agencies throughout the state on a
variety of efforts, some of which have been highlighted above. Attached are the
letters of support for and partnership with LASH from various community-
based and faith-based organizations regarding the RF A for Food Stamp
Program Participation Grant.

Because of these unique and exclusive qualifications of LASH, the specific RFA
requirements regarding partnership with a private non-profit organization and
deadline to submit the proposal, it is appropriate that an exemption is granted from
the normal procurement requirements (103F, HRS).

Details of the process or procedure to be followed in selecting the service provider to
ensure maximum fair and open competition as practicable:

See above.

i

I
I

,
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March 31, 2004

M. Victor Geminiani
B;(~u1ivc Director
Legal Aid Soci~ofHa.wai'i
924 B~c1 Strect
Honolulu, in 96813

Dear M~. Geminiani~

The Salvation Amly Family ~ent gervi~ is plea.s~ to be able to extcnd. its support and
c.ornmiiment as a partno" to the Legal Aid So~iety of&wai.'i fot th= USDA Food Stamp Access
Through 'rcclw11ogy Projcct.

Ai a. pro"~der Qf cl1emical ~eDd,:ncy S!rVlC~ for prepnt a.T1d parentina wcro-cn and thCiir
ebild~n. we deal primarily wit1J individu.ls and families who rcceive Food StarJ1Ps as wc11 as
TAm assistance. We s~= on a daily ba$is hOW-the 4J'Plicaqon. proceS5e& for assisti.l1Ce oftcn
crcatc barri~r5 oftl\eir awn fOt families ~ng to itarl tbcir liVC$ ovcr aga,in.lt is timc-
consuming, Qft~n taJdng them a.way from. vaIpab1e trea.tm~t time, a11d sometim~& is not a user-
fri~d1y system.

We. do all we. aIn to expedite our admis~Ot1srfor ~ often n=cl3il1g to overc:omo. gCOirlPNc, tt:an$pQrtation and clti1dcuc ba!:rjers in crd:r to sec.are food ~~p~ and other
go~ec.t assiatnnce. Thi~ grant-will help tl) remove some ofthQie: barriCr& to self-sufficiency. .

and we.;,re pl~ascd to haVe! bccn invit::d to p~ with Le~a1 Aid.

We are so excited to hear abou.t your proj oct,11nd CaImot"W1l.it to begin thl~ partnership! W c ha.v=
lcamcd sa much ftnm you. and YOm' organiz$"on a1r~y ~bQu! bow technology cm resolve. so
meny challenges and a\ 'the iam~ tim~ iuppOt'f. our familie~ with theit" ~v=r-p~$sing nced~.

Through this grAn!, we lock forww to ac~~S$Lng the latest softul:ogoo -and tccMotogy to bring 'the
f'Ood stsmp app1ication pfOC=ss to the familie, in a timely ~d e1fconvc way, whil= us&i&ting our
families in acbievin~ thl:ir goal Of,,=1f~iufI1I;j=ncy.

We t;ndelStand. 3.$ a partno-, that We will b~pwcipatin, in various data co\1ection and program
eva1uation proc~ssC$. We tgrec to assist md:pmticipate in both oftI)ese compOrtmt!, u speoified
by the: USDA.

Once aga5n. we' thank you. fat ~e; opportunity 1%1 be; inolu4~ in 1hiJ proj toOt. Legal Aid is ~ch a
grcat putner in our community. Every tim~ ~c partner w\th you, we know our far1lilic:& &TOW a.

"~F!T!Of'ATING littlc bit closcr to gaining sclf-s'J£flciency.
1\~!Ncy. ..1J{;;~flf

AlQha (iil!~r
I United Way

PEH No. 04-34
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:e est wisho~ to you and everyone at Legal Aid.

Sinccr~ly. tAl 1
Cla.ire W - Woods. M.Ba '/J .I va ~ /.1 ) ..J - - J I
Exccutiva Dircctor c..u./lL u.. J Ul2/2Z6

,
,
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Honolulu Community Action Program, ,"C.
A Non.-Proflt HuTT)an Si!rvice Agency

1109 MsLIfJak:~ Sffa9~ 2nd Floor . ~nolt1/". H~wai/96S17.51S6
TeJephono (S08) 521-4531 . Flax (a-DB) 521-4538

HCAP:. ; March 31. 2004

..:1 MV ' G ... . T. lctor Cn'l1nlanl

;It.h~ L H~"" Executive Director
E.~utlvaOI~ Lcgal Aid Socicty of Hawaii

/lj\lo~~~ p, O. Box 37375
OFFI~S IIonolulu, Hawaii 96813]

AabOft P1i*1f G ,. .
aallr"Ch..i~.,.all Dear Mr. CmIUlan1:
TI\I!Ir.8a CUlMlintl':
VJcO-Chi"rpCrJOR Th~ Honolulu Colnmunity Action Progr~m. Jnc. is in ft,lJ support of

'f~""O)MI'.j'; l ' , ~ R h G J I ' d S P AS"'rcllolY.tY..~u"., your app {cation ~or a cscarc r.ll1t to mprovc '00 .. tamp rograTl1 ccess
LOCA110NS fron1 the U. S. Departmcnt of Agricult\lre, Food and Nutrition Services. As Ii

C~AL community action agency, we arc committed to provide opportw,itios 10 tho
.PJ\I~i~~~~~'~1~J~ low inCOlllC population. lnis proposal will cnablo Lbe poor to reccive

Pnano.. ~Qo,r;~.. supplemental Q.Ss:ist~cc to thcir high food cost,
~111-PALA~

,~5S ~I,~ DrlVo, #~4oa
H"'\I~II. ~~~~: We apprcciatc the long WOrkil)g rclarionship with your age11cy. As a

LI;NiI partner in this project, HCAP will be ablc 10 expeditc the li'ood Stamp
1916PGlololI"anLJ4 J . .b.t ' ~ th ] . uI +~ 1 , I d fO -L WIIG"o'~HC"'/IIlIl681602~O Clgl Jltyproccs~lor C owmcomepop a~onont1elsan 0 OlllU. 0

rha,'~: 7;12.TlbIJ look forward to baving OuI starftrained by your agcncy in tIle cligibiJity
,",'WA"tI , ,

05.!~ r;IITlnatqr, ,~. screening pl'OCCS8.
W,~ncv. H~.,~II oem'~S4

f'hQrIQ; tj:.G.'1~G1

WlHOW/IRD Pll:ase roc] fi'ce to conta~t our Communi1.y Scrvicc Operations
~7~3%WQ,tpQIj Roo(! M d 5 1 .f h .~noCl18.I1IjWI)JIW7~'!"'fI41 Managcr.Tom atstl ~ at 2 .4531~J you aveanyquesnonsornecd

f'nCM: 2»~?~ furtJ .
.1et 3.~Slstance,

I<APjJ..A~A HEAD STAAT
S S~nd \.I"n~ A~~ ~Jd

nld~. .'121 S. ,
rfgn"III~, H~WD\I QGfj18-1jQ5 Incerc!y,

~.\ 1~1.?4M

KUN1AH~DSTA~ ~ .,.~
OI~ 1(ur,,~SC~Qri (5' ""---" ~. Orr.-. -.

1<urJ11J, ~.,~p ~~O ~4~
f'hono O.I.!)OOi

R b L Hu y . arg~vc
EXeC1.1live Direc1.or

RL!IJjm

"f.;"qu"J Opportunity Employer"' -
I PER No. 04-34
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Apri11, 200~

VictDr G~iniani
Executive Director
924 B~ Sb:'eet
Honolulu. Hawaii 96813

Dear M~. Ger;rjjni=ni:
We C1re pleased to offer 1i1is letter of support for Legal Aid's partic.ipation in

a proposa1 to the Food and Nutrition Service of the United States Department of
Agriculhtte.. The "Maul Food Bank has been committed to providing hUi\gef relief

BOA:RD 011 DIRECTO~ services to Hawaii's people io.r over 10 yea.rs. At the ~ Food B!111k we believe
that no one should go to bed h'Url&1Y or have to face tough cl"loices between paying

M. "CiI1bby" VJCD1s, aiMr -
A& B PtDjMrlilr. T 1.-. the rent or buymg food.
NeJaoa T. ObJm'"'o VItt C/:.lt, The Maui Food Bank provides the vlta11ink between those that have food
VI]> FHc1Smritt 3"d those that need food. The pIimaty role of1'fOO is to collect food aom the
s~c Williams. TMI'lmr commUI1ity (reclamationftom retaj]/who~a.le and food drives) and distribute it
Fir:! 1:f4.IiAri~1f Bm via a cl1~tab1e netwo.rk of agenries that are :members of the Maui Food Bank who
~~~~~ StlrrJ:c~J. .in twn utilize the fQod to feed the huJ\~ throug}\out the cO\U\ty- Member agencies~ LJ.wt wsm," ~PJt O-J

include soup kitcl1eni and emergency food pantries, l\omeles& she1t~. day care
S11]dq~ centers and youth programs. The MaW Food BaI1k Zllso provides Direct Service to
TIdr G-..!J individuals via the Food for F amiJies progr;sn1. The progran'lS that are supporled by
V1l1CSS2.Pt:nma the Maw Food Bank as well as our direct 8ervice p!'Ogr.m\ are the m61in prO'foriders of
B6'Irk ifB_-n hunger relief to ~~ Moloka'i and 1.ana'i. The areas of West: Maui and MoIoka'i
]effF~ have some of the highest fa6 of food insecurity in the state.
AD-! PrJl}a/JQ, IJr;. I h b 1 :1...: ~- "dB F d t as een a p easure worA-..~ W!Ql uu: ~ Ai Society of Hawaii in the

:U~K ~::~ C~ provision of social services to the low- to c.1ode.rate-income population
RL'I/. ~ Fo1~ wtron1.U1ities. Your agency's commitment to providirlg civillegai services to
G6a4 Sh.phlrd I1piJtPJrIl Chttrrh Hawaii's poverty population has helped more families by providing vital support
Usa [I~, that that they would not be able to find e1sewhere. We are particularly mtel:e$ted in
M.,.a;r rub Haan yom sw:cess in helping us help more of our clien~ obtlin food stamps. We see~= ~=~ many clients that could benefit from tl1e food stamp program b1:1t are hesitmt to
M~ L=.y apply for a variety of rea5Ons.
rtfd H~DJ BtoltJ We support you. in your request for funds. We believe that sum serwices are

greatly needed in cur community and 1hat Legal Aid's quest to provide equal
access to justice through th~ provision of ho~1ic service... and collaborations wou]d

Deba LJ~on serve these individuals and families well
Prr.dlllrl/ CEO

Respectfully submitted,

1(~~~tJ ~ ~
De~ra L. Johnson
President/CEO

MAUl COMMUNITY FOOD &ANK . P.O. SOX 16')3 ~ l<ah~lui. HI 96133-1693
, phone (808) 87784357 - Fax (80S) 877-o9~S . Email mtb28>maul.net . Tax 10- 99~o~15110
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MENTAL HEALTH KOKUA/LANAI
(Lanai Human Senices Alliance)

LUCENA G. NICOLAS
Phone/F~: (808) 565-9566

April 1, 2004

TO: Mr. Victcr Geminlanl
executive OlreetDr
~24 Betllel Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813

Dear Mr. Geminlanl:

We ~re please to offer this letter of support for ~g~1 AId's pertfdpatlcn In a proposal to the
food and Nutrl~lon Servl~ of the United States Dep~rtment of Agriculture. The Lan~ Hum~n
Service has been committed to providing a1sls In~ntion and Is dedIcated to m~klng access
tD ~ range of needed human/socIal service av!/lable to lanai resIdents. Lanai Human Service
AJlian~e has been ope~ng for about 10 years. The Island of lanai has a population of about
3000 people. The geographIcal dIstribution of the population In H~'WaJl affeCtS the dlSD"lbutlon
of resources. Many fede~1 ~nd state agencies allocate resources on a per capita b~sis leaving
the smaller Is/~nds with limited rescUrtes in terms of transportation, education, health and
human 5erl,'lces. The LHSA provides an opportunity to m!xtmlze existing r$Ources by linking
agencies together In eff'ect!ve w!'ys, for the joint creation of neetJed servlcesJ and Increases the
$ense of local ownership of the problem and the solution.

It has been a pleasure working with the Legal Aid SOciety of HawaII In the provision social
services to the low-to moderate-Income popul~tion communities. Your agency's mmmitment to
providing civil legal service to Hawaii's poverty population has enable them to get I~al advice.
It has been & great ple!sur~ to be able to make referrals to th~ that are In need of Ie.~al help.

We support you In your request for funds. We believe that such services are greatly needed In
our tommunlty and that ~gal Aid's Quest to provide equal access to justice through the
provisIon of holistic services and collaboratIons would serve these IndivIduals and famlll~ well.

Respectfully submitted,~ '" . ~:t-~ -=-
I:.ucena G. Nlcol!s
Intake Worker

I PER No. 04-34
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~~K.Y JlL~ STATEOFJIAWAII
AnOmHY ~L DEP AnTMENT OF Tm". ATro:RNEY GENEML

cmLD SVPPORT ENFORCEMENT AGENCY
KAUAI BRANCH

.1&0 ~IG STRI:ET.Stlln 10(
L~ ~ 'G'lG'

1 (S!&) 317-1)0&1

Mat'clI31,2004 FAX! (aD!)~41-3a16

Victor Gemlniani
Bxecutivc Dir~tor
924 Bed-.el St.

Honolu1u, m 96813

Dcar Mr. Gemin.iani:

I am pleased to offer this letter of suppon for Lega.l Aid's participation in a proposal 10
th~ Food and Nutrition Se.l'\icc ofJhe United States Department of Agri~lture. The
Child Support Enforcemem Azency. Dept. of the Attorney General, State of Hawaii. has
been committed [0 providing child suppOrt and paternity establishment SeMGeS to the
p~ple of Hawaii si.,ce 1976, wruch includes all segments of the population here in
Ha.waii, including those individuals in the lower income brackets.

It bas been Do pIea.~e working with the Legal Aid Society of Hawaii throughout the year& !
pro\riding services to low to moderate income population commutULics. Your
orgaruzationJs coaunitmen~ to providing civil legal SCMCCS to Hawaii's poverty-level
population should be c;onunenccd. Th~ Child Support Enforct;l11=nt A&~cy has always
maintained an cxo~Ua.n~ workini relationship wilb your a.gency. and in 'turn, 'the general
publi~ ha~ reap cd thc: b~nefiu of this working partnership,

We StrOnily S\Jppon you in your ~quest for additional fiJndhlg. We believe that such
services arc greatly nc~ded in our GOmn1urUty and ~hat Legal Aid's quest to pro'\ide equal
8Cce~5 to lhcjustice system through the provision of holistic services a.nd C()11a.boratioI1s
would seNe th~; individuals and fa.milic$ in need.

Respectfill1y submitLe4~GeJ..P 4&..~~:::)
Jett Tokita.

SupeIvising Investigator

=:~~,.. '.-';:,-"::,~.-:-:-',-,-r~-~""":,,.-" --:-., ,' ,... "..'... .~.'.. :"-~""-"'-'-':-.","=:::-=-' :"---,~._- , ,.=;:,,:,-:,.~'=:..'--,",_.~J J
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Vi ct or G c:m ini2ni
Excc,unve D~e~ot
924 Bethel Str~
Honolulu HI 96813 .

Dear Mr. Geminiani;

I am pleoased to provide this 1etteJ' o!sup,port to the ~gal i\.\d. Society ofHawai'j.I<aI,Ja'i BrantJ1.
in their efforts to plU"ticipate in a gtant propOial1a th~ Fcod end Nutritio~ Ser"r'i~ of the United
States Depm'1ment of AgriQultW'c. The Kana'; Co~mun:ty M~tal Health Center bas provided
nlmtal health senrices to thc Severe and Persistently MeC\wly ill population ofKaua.1 that aIQ
unable to afford priVate mental health treannent. Our DgeJ1CY bas been prQ~ such s~ces to
our psycbiatrically di5abled population for over three del:ades and in our effoi1S to provide 1h~
basic food and shelter Decds ncceiSaI;' for ~nsume.r's recovery~ we collaborate frequetrtJy with
many other social service agencies. On Kaua'~ (be Legal Aid Society has been Do godsend for
tmn)' of our consumers a~ they have facUit4Icd their cons\lmer's cffo~ to access food smmps.

With this collaMative grant betwe.en the Legal Aid Society and the Depanmen't of H\lInan
SeNiccs1 our Severe Mentally m consumers who hav" low ednca.uon, learning disabilitics,
Englisb as a second lanzuage and coanitivc deficits 3ec3ndary to' their psychiatric c1isturbinCe .
will be &r"~t1y assiStCd in their e;fforts to acquire food st8J:~pS in 8. efflCsclous fashion by ~owing
social services providers to ~jst them in tiUin2 oUt ~\Ppli~rlon9 on line. This will be an
exceptional bene.tit to Ollr needy ~d moSt vumeI~ble pop'J1a.~OD.

We stIanalY support you in yo\tt request for funds ani-. believe that such service~ are high1y
needed in our rural con'11nunity. LegM Aid S~ety"s ~,forts.to provide equal ac~s to soda}
servi~s ~ address an. acute need 011 our remote IslaDd to help those most in need an~ help
~e:ve the i~terest of OllI co~ers and their families,

..

y~~~~~~~
Keith H. Cla)poole. PhD.'

Center M8n~er. ~ua'i Ccrmmunity Menw Health Cenrer
As!ociate 1>rofe.ssor Dcpanment QfPsycholoty
Uwversity ofHa'o1o"a.i'i at M~oa

AN AFFIRMATive ACTION AND EqUAl OPF'QRTlJNrN ~Ml'lOYER
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March 31~ 2004

Victor Geminilm;. Esq.
Lcgal Aid Society of Hawaii
924 Bethel Street
HonoJul~ m 96813

Dear Mr. Geminiani:

Please accept this letter support. for Legal Aid's participat~on in a proposal be~ submitted to the
Food and Nutrition Semce ofthc U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Molokai family Suppoxt Center has operated a community emergency food panny since 1991~
serving an avemgc of 40-60 :fim1ilies per month. ~th a hundred or more direct ~neficiaries.
MFSC also administers several private funds to provide emergency aid to the elderly, children, Of
individuats with special health coDditions.

Over the ycars. ~SC has collaOOrated with Legal Aid to roeet the needs ofindMduals and
fiumlics in crisis. We feel confident that the Molokai LASH office staffhas the experience and
aloha to pro \ide. the ho~ services that these individua1s/families dcserve and require, and
relieve that thc proposed advocacy services are greatly needed on Molokai.

Thank you for your ongoing support ofMolokai's LASH and of the USDA proposal Please feel
free to call me ifadditional information is required.

SinceJ"ely ,

(~~~.L) C ~~.c:" -
Claire A. Iveson., Director
MOLOKAI FAMfL Y SUPPORT CENTER

, A QUeen's H~alth SyStems COrTJpi!rIy

PEH No. 04-34 ,




